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Interleague Safeguarding Policy & Matchday Checklist

Statement of Commitment

Lancashire Cricket Foundation is fully committed to ensuring that all children, young people and
adults at risk who participate in interleague cricket activity have a safe, positive and enjoyable
experience.

We recognise our moral and legal responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of all
participants, and to protect them from harm, abuse, or neglect regardless of age, gender, disability,
race, religion, sexual orientation, or background.

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, and all leagues, clubs, volunteers, officials and players
involved in interleague cricket are expected to share this commitment.

Alignment with ECB “Safe Hands” Policy

This policy adopts and is fully aligned to the ECB’s “Safe Hands Cricket's Policy for Safeguarding
Children” and all associated safeguarding regulations and guidance.

In line with ECB requirements:
= The welfare of the child is paramount

= All children have the right to take part in cricket in a safe, fun and inclusive environment free
from abuse

= All concerns must be taken seriously and acted upon promptly

= ltis not the role of individuals to determine if abuse has occurred, but it is their responsibility
to report concerns

= All affiliated leagues and clubs must adopt and implement ECB safeguarding procedures,
including reporting via approved systems

This policy applies to all interleague cricket activity delivered, hosted, or supported by LCF, including:
= Junior representative fixtures
» Interleague competitions and festivals
= Training sessions linked to interleague selection
= Coaches, team managers, officials, volunteers and spectators
Key Safeguarding Principles

Lancashire Cricket Foundation expects interleague cricket are delivered in line with the following
principles:

= Achild centred approach, where the best interests of the child are always the priority
= Creating a safe, inclusive and welcoming environment for all participants
= Ensuring all individuals working with children are appropriately recruited, vetted, and trained

= Maintaining a culture where concerns can be raised openly and without fear
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Roles and Responsibilities
Lancashire Cricket Foundation / County Safeguarding Lead
» Provide safeguarding oversight and guidance across all interleague activity
= Ensure compliance with ECB and LCF safeguarding standards
= Act as a key point of escalation for safeguarding concerns
League Safeguarding Officer
=  Support interleague activity and ensure safeguarding procedures are followed
» Liaise with clubs and LCF where concerns arise
Club Safeguarding Officers
= Ensure players selected for interleague cricket are supported and safeguarded
= Act as the first point of contact for safeguarding concerns at club level
Coaches, Managers and Volunteers
» Hold appropriate ECB qualifications, DBS checks, and safeguarding training
= Maintain safe supervision ratios and appropriate conduct
= Recognise and respond to safeguarding concerns appropriately

All individuals must understand that by taking on these roles, they are agreeing to follow ECB and
Lancashire Cricket Foundation safeguarding policies, procedures and guidance.

Safer Recruitment and Training

All individuals involved in interleague cricket must:
* Hold a valid ECB DBS
= Have completed ECB safeguarding training at the appropriate level
= Adhere to ECB Codes of Conduct

Lancashire Cricket Foundation is committed to ensuring all staff and volunteers are competent and
confident in recognising and responding to safeguarding concerns.

Interleague Coach Eligibility and Compliance

To be eligible to coach within Lancashire Cricket Foundation Interleague programmes, all coaches
must meet and maintain the relevant ECB coaching, safeguarding and vetting requirements. As a
minimum, coaches must hold a current ECB coaching qualification, a valid ECB enhanced DBS
certificate and be registered for the update service, and have completed all mandatory ECB
safeguarding training (SGL1&2) as well as having attended the pre-season Interleague update
session. Coaches are expected to act as positive role models, uphold the ECB & LCF Code of
Conduct, and promote a safe, inclusive and child-centred environment at all times. By accepting an
Interleague coaching role, individuals agree to comply with all ECB, Lancashire Cricket Foundation
and relevant league policies, procedures and guidance, including safeguarding, reporting, equality,
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diversity and inclusion requirements. Failure to maintain the required qualifications, vetting status,
training, or adherence to these standards may result in suspension or removal from Interleague
coaching duties until compliance is achieved.

Reporting and Managing Concerns
All safeguarding concerns must be:
= Acted upon immediately
» Reported via the ECB Cricket Regulator (CLUE) system or appropriate reporting routes

= Shared with the Club Safeguarding Officer, League Safeguarding Officer, or County
Safeguarding Lead

Lancashire Cricket Foundation and ECB require that:
= Concerns are recorded, responded to and escalated appropriately
» Information is shared proportionately where there is a safeguarding risk
» Statutory agencies are engaged when necessary

Failure to follow reporting processes may place individuals at risk and will be addressed as a
safeguarding concern.

Interleague Specific Safeguarding Arrangements
For all interleague fixtures and activity:
= Adesignated safeguarding point of contact must be identified for each fixture/event
= Emergency contact and medical details must be available
= Clear arrangements must be in place for:
% Supervision and ratios
« Transport
% Changing facilities
+« Managing missing children
« Photography and social media
Information Sharing and Confidentiality
Lancashire Cricket Foundation recognises the importance of confidentiality; however:
» Safeguarding always takes precedence over data protection
»= Information will be shared lawfully and proportionately where there is a risk of harm
= All parties are expected to cooperate fully with the County Safeguarding Lead
Partnership Working

Lancashire Cricket Foundation will work closely with:
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= ECB Cricket Regulator

= Affiliated leagues and clubs

» Local authorities and statutory safeguarding partners
Effective safeguarding requires strong multi-agency cooperation and clear processes.
Monitoring and Compliance
All leagues and clubs participating in interleague cricket must:

= Demonstrate compliance with ECB and Lancashire Cricket Foundation safeguarding
requirements

» Engage with safeguarding audits, reviews, and training

= Respond promptly to requests for information
Non-compliance may result in restriction or removal from interleague activity.
Review
This policy will be reviewed:

o Every three years

e Following any significant safeguarding incident

¢ Inline with updates to ECB or LCF safeguarding guidance
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Matchday Safeguarding Interleague Cricket Checklist

This checklist is to ensure that all interleague fixtures are delivered in line with ECB “Safe Hands” and
Lancashire Cricket Foundation safeguarding standards, creating a safe, positive and inclusive
environment for all participants.

Before the Fixture

» [ Adesignated Safeguarding Officer is identified for the match (e.g. Team Manager or
Coach)

= [ All coaches/volunteers attending hold appropriate DBS clearance and safeguarding training
= [ Emergency contact details and relevant medical information are available for all players

» [ Parental consent has been obtained where required (e.g. photography, recording)

= [J Supervision ratios are appropriate for the age group

= [ Any known risks or additional needs have been shared appropriately
Venue & Environment
= [ The venue is safe, suitable and risk-assessed
= [ Clear arrangements are in place for:
+« [ Changing facilities (age-appropriate, gender appropriate)
% [ Toilets and access
= [ Afirst aid kit and qualified first aider are available
= [ Aclear meeting point is agreed in case of emergency or lost child
During the Match
= [ Players are appropriately supervised at all times
= [ Coaches and volunteers maintain professional boundaries and appropriate behaviour
= [JAny concerns, poor practice, or incidents are recognised and responded to immediately
= [ There is clear visibility of who the responsible adults are
= [ Appropriate use of language, behaviour and conduct is maintained by all participants
Photography, Social Media & Communication

= [ Photography/video is used in line with Lancashire Cricket Foundation guidance and
parental consent

= [ No inappropriate or unsupervised 1:1 communication with children
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» [ Social media use is appropriate and monitored (consent obtained)
Transport & Collection
» [ Safe arrangements are in place for transport to/from the fixture
= [ No adult is left alone transporting a child unless agreed and consented
= [ Clear arrangements for collection of children are in place
= [ No child is left unsupervised at the end of the session
Responding to Concerns
» [ Any safeguarding concern is:
o O Acted upon immediately
o [ Reported to the Club/League Safeguarding Officer
o [ Recorded and submitted via the ECB CLUE system where required
= [ lIndividuals understand it is their responsibility to report concerns, not investigate
After the Fixture
= [ Any incidents or concerns are recorded and shared appropriately
» [ Feedback or learning is identified for future fixtures
Key Reminder
= The welfare of the child is paramount at all times
= Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility

= Concerns must always be taken seriously and reported appropriate
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